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more riverine nature on the Lower Rhine
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Side channel Bislich-Vahnum 
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More riverine nature on the Lower Rhine – this was the aim of the two EU Life 
projects “River and floodplain improvement Emmericher Ward” and “Side-
channel Bislich-Vahnum”. For the most part, the Rhine has survived its acute 
poisoning of the past century. However, the engineering of the river into Europe’s 
most important inland water-way has deprived it of its diversity and vitality. 
Today, the critical bottleneck on the path to a truly living Rhine is its lack of 
structure. 

The concept of the projects: The creation of side channels with almost per-
manent water flow again generates more structural diversity and thus more 
room for riverine nature on the Lower Rhine. Concrete planning already begun 
in the year 2000, in the form of preparatory planning projects, financed by the 
German Federal Environmental Foundation and European Union Interreg funding, 
amongst others. However, the Lower Rhine is a densely populated area with a 
diversity of uses – uses pertaining to flood protection, inland navigation, and 
agriculture, for example. The preparation, approval and implementation of the 
projects required extensive expertise. The implementation of the measures 
was finally executed in the context of two LIFE Nature projects, funded by the 
European Union, the State of North Rhine-Westphalia and several environmental 
and nature conservation foundations.

At Wesel-Bislich we established a new side arm about 1.3 kilometres in length. 
It consists of both newly created water bodies and pre-existing ones, which 
were connected with each other and deeply with the Rhine. In the Emmericher 
Ward near Emmerich, a secondary channel almost two kilometres in length with 
a regular flow of water was created, and some 22 hectares of new floodplain 
forest were established. Over several years of construction work, thousands of 
cubic meters of soil were moved to form the new water bodies. The water of the 
Rhine then gave them the “finishing touch”, so that today it is almost impossible 
to tell that these are man-made water bodies. 

And it was worth it: Characteristic structural and landscape elements as well 
as animal and plant species of the Lower Rhine are now able to develop again. A 
large number of inhabitants of near-natural river landscapes, which are today 
endangered by the loss of their habitats, immediately took possession of the 
new sub-channels. Beavers, fish, waterfowl and amphibians abound in large 
numbers in the waters, and plants are conquering their new habitats.

In a nutshell

Low ...

The beaver feels comfortable in the new waters.

... and mean water level in the side channel in the Emmericher Ward.

Low water level ... ... and flood in the side arm at Bislich-Vahnum.
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Once upon a time…
... the floodplain of the Lower Rhine extended up to 14 kilometres in width. The 
Rhine snaked across the landscape in countless meanders – as the curved loops 
in rivers are called – and was closely bound with its floodplain as it travelled 
through the landscape. Islands, tributaries, side channels with regular flows 
of water, flood channels and oxbow lakes which were connected during floods, 
formed an amphibious river landscape. Diverse flow conditions, depths of water, 
migrating sand and gravel banks, water and floodplain habitats formed the 
basis for the Rhine being full of life.

Today…
... the Rhine rushes through a canal-like bed. During its development into 
Europe’s most important inland waterway, its course was straightened, 
shortened and stabilised. Side channels and islands have been eliminated. The 
stream became restricted to about half of its natural width and the water was 
forced into a standard fairway profile. Today, more than 80 percent of the former 
floodplain – and with it the diversity of water bodies neighbouring the Rhine – is 
separated from the river by dikes. 
For the most part, the Rhine has survived the acute poisoning of the past 
century. However, the rigorous engineering of the river has deprived its diversity 
and vitality. There is still much to do in terms of water quality, but this is no 
longer the deciding factor for most species of the Rhine. Today, the critical 
bottleneck on the path to the Rhine being full of life again is the river’s lack of 
structure. Many species have returned to the river but they rarely stay, and, if 
so, they settle only in small numbers as the necessary structures, in terms of 
habitats and bodies of water, are lacking.

Original form of the Unterer Niederrhein (Quick 2004).

Die Begradigung des Niederrheins am Beispiel des Griether Rheinbogens zwischen 
Rees und Emmerich: Eine scharfe Linkskurve wurde zu einem leichten Bogen. Grie-
therbusch lag 1805 noch am linken Rheinufer, nach erfolgtem Durchstich ab 1830 am 
rechten Rheinufer (Quelle: TIM-Online 2019).

The Lower Rhine in past and present

1805 1836

1936 today

The straightening of the Lower Rhine exemplified by the Griether Rheinbogen between 
Rees and Emmerich: A sharp left turn became a gentle bend. Grietherbusch was still 
on the left bank of the Rhine in 1805. After a breakthrough in 1830 it was on the 
right bank of the Rhine (source: TIM-Online 2019).

Stream
Flood channel
Standing water body
Gravel bank
Isle
Floodplain
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A project starts before it begins
More riverine nature on the Lower Rhine – this was and is the main objective of the 
two projects. But what is it that is actually missing? And how and where can riverine 
nature be restored? Based on the current situation of the Lower Rhine, it becomes 
apparent what is mostly lacking. To increase the structural diversity of the Rhine 
and its floodplain, nature-like structures which are missing from the main stream 
today have to be created. These include natural water bodies neighbouring the Rhine 
which have regular flows of water, such as side channels and side arms. However, 
floodplain forest, one of the most biologically diverse habitats in Europe, is almost 
completely absent from the Lower Rhine area. The existing nature reserves on the 
Lower Rhine, which belong to the RAMSAR and EU bird sanctuary “Unterer Nieder-
rhein”, provide the space necessary for the creation of such structures. 

Essential points for the project applications
In order to implement the projects and achieve their goals, these goals must be 
clearly defined. “Let’s just get started” does not constitute a viable approach. Par-
ticularly in the densely populated Lower Rhine area many uses have to be combined 
and coordinated with each other. In addition, it was important to secure financing 
for such large projects. The European Union and the state of North Rhine-Westphalia 
provided the funds for implementation. The Umweltstiftung Michael Otto, the 
Kurt-Lange-Stiftung and the HIT-Umweltstiftung were also persuaded by our project 
ideas and contributed some of the necessary project funding.

The path to permission
With the approved project applications, we were able to prepare the corresponding 
permit applications. This required discussions and coordination with authorities, 
stakeholder groups and landowners. Experienced engineering firms prepared the 
necessary planning documents on the basis of extensive preliminary investigations 
and specifications, including those from the waterways and shipping administration. 
In the Emmericher Ward, 17 months elapsed between submission of the permit 
application and the granting of the desired permit. Due to the non-availability of a 
necessary property in Bislich-Vahnum - which lead to a side arm instead of a side 
channel - we had to adapt the planning documents accordingly. Therefore, it took 
four and a half years to receive the permit.

From the project concept to implementation

June 2010: Submission of project proposal to the EU

November 2011: EU approves project proposal

September 2013: Submission of permit documents

February 2015: Planning approval 
and start of construction works

November 2017: Completion of construction works

October 2008: Submission of project proposal to the EU

November 2009: EU approves project proposal

January 2010: Project begins

June 2011: Submission of permit documents

February 2016: Planning permission

September 2016: Start of construction works

November 2018: Completion of construction works

More riverine nature on the Rhine

January 2012: Project begins

Emmericher 
Ward

Bislich-
Vahnum

From 2000: Initial project ideas emerge and the projects “Living Rhine - River of a Thousand 
Islands” (DBU) and “Sustainable development of floodplains” (Interreg) are further developed

January 2015: Submission of adapted permit documents
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The project areas are located on the Unterer Niederrhein. The nature reserve 
“Rheinaue Bislich-Vahnum” is located west of Wesel on the right bank of the 
Rhine at kilometre 823 - 826. The nature reserve “Emmericher Ward” is located 
west of the city of Emmerich and extends to the German-Dutch border. It is also 
on the right-hand bank of the Rhine, at kilometre 854 - 857. 
Both areas belong to the International Ramsar wetland area and EU bird sanctu-
ary “Unterer Niederrhein” (DE-4203-401). They themselves are independent FFH 
areas (“NSG Emmericher Ward”, DE-4103-302, “NSG Rheinaue Bislich-Vahnum”, 
DE-4304-302) and thus belong to the European “NATURA 2000” network of 
protected areas, as does the neighbouring bank of the Rhine (part of the FFH 
protected area “Fish protection zones between Emmerich and Bad Honnef ”, 
DE-4405-301). The Rhine’s fish protection zones have been set up especially to 
protect endangered European migratory fish species such as salmon, houting 
and lampreys.
Both project areas are part of the active floodplain of the Rhine and are 
completely flooded at corresponding water levels, particularly in winter. The 
mean water discharge of the Rhine amounts to 2,250 cubic metres per second 
and the mean flood water discharge is about 6,600 cubic metres per second. 
At Emmerich, the difference between lowest and highest water level amounts 
to about 9.80 metres, at Wesel-Bislich even to 11.30 metres. The width of the 
Rhine is between 300 and 450 metres and its slope is about 0.1 per mill (which 
is equal to 10 centimetres per kilometre).

The tasks and objectives in the project areas
The nature reserve “Emmericher Ward” with its largely extensively used 
grasslands, oxbow lakes with their different states of silting, reedbeds and 
hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities represents an important area for 
breeding, resting and overwintering birds, especially water and wading birds and 
geese. The nature reserve “Rheinaue Bislich-Vahnum” was largely dug up in the 

course of gravel extraction and partly refilled in the last century. Its extensively 
used grasslands and the remaining water filled gravel pits offer a less disturbed 
habitat for numerous water and wading birds. For overwintering arctic geese 
and swans this area is of special importance.

Location of the project areas

= Nature reserve Emmericher Ward

= Nature reserve Bislich-Vahnum
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The two EU LIFE projects “Side-channel Bislich-Vahnum” (LIFE08 NAT/
DE/007) and “River and floodplain improvement Emmericher Ward” (LIFE10 
NAT/DE/010) are concerned with the creation of secondary channels on 
the Lower Rhine, in the Emmericher Ward additionally with the develop-
ment of floodplain forest. Both projects are aimed at improving riverine 
habitat along the river Rhine and its floodplain. The construction of 
secondary channels creates new space for diverse riverine nature along the 
waterway. The Rhine and its floodplain are thus more closely connected 
again. Landscape features as well as plant and animal species which were 
previously characteristic of the Lower Rhine are to develop here once more 
- including numerous species and habitats of importance at the European 
level.
In the Emmericher Ward a side channel with a regular flow and in 
Wesel-Bislich a side arm with a deep connection to the Rhine at one end 
were established. At a later time, this can be further developed into a 
continuous side channel. 
Alluvial forests are almost completely absent from the Lower Rhine 
today. The development of alluvial forest and riparian mixed forest 
stands is therefore one of the central development goals in the EU Bird 
Sanctuary “Unterer Niederrhein”. However, the damming effect of a forest 
during floods often hinders the establishment of floodplain forests. The 
establishment of the secondary channel can compensate for the damming 
effect of the floodplain forest which is to be developed in the Emmericher 
Ward.
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The original plan for the through-flow side-channel in the nature reserve 
“Rheinaue Bislich-Vahnum” was to connect an existing excavation water and 
several smaller bodies of water with each other and with the Rhine over a total 
distance of about 2.5 kilometres. Unfortunately, it was not possible to imple-
ment the project as the kind of plot needed was not fully available. Therefore, a 
side arm some 1.3 kilometres in length was created and connected to the Rhine 
at one end. The existing water bodies were integrated into its course and con-
nected to the Rhine at depth. The side arm can be further developed into a side 
channel which water flows through later.

The new side arm is connected to the main channel for an average of 320 days a 
year due to its deep connection with the Rhine. Up to the mean water level, the 
in- and outflows are limited to two cubic meters per second by an inlet structure 
in order to prevent any negative impacts on shipping traffic on the waterway.
Shortly after completion - and also during the winter breaks in construction 
work - the project area was flooded. The Rhine then did its own design work, 
removing the last traces of the construction works. To create the water bodies, 
the construction company moved about 25,000 cubic meters of soil. Only the 
inlet area had to be secured with about 900 tons of breakwater stones.

Flat, deep and steep areas alternate in the side arm.

The side arm in the Rheinaue Bislich-Vahnum
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For the new side channel in the nature reserve “Emmericher Ward” we use an 
old, still partially extant flood channel in the area of silted-up groyne fields. 
Breaks up to 40 to 45 meters in width were made in the groynes and the flood 
channel was deepened to create a side channel. We also integrated an abando-
ned gravel pit into the side channel.
A total of about 70,000 cubic meters of soil and several thousand tons of 
breakwater stones were moved. The side channel is connected to the Rhine at 
the level of the mean water level minus one meter, and is thus connected to the 
water flow of the main channel for 270 days a year on average.  
The inlet into the channel and the outlet of the channel into the Rhine were 
defined with breakwater stones. This determines the extent to which water is 
taken from the Rhine. A fortified ford (at the bottom of the picture) was made to 

permit the servicing of a pylon on the newly formed island. The remainder of the 
channel is unpaved and is able to change and shift dynamically. This is a funda-
mental prerequisite for the natural development of the new water body. We have 
largely dispensed with a detailed design of the channel in order to leave this up 
to the river itself. The Rhine immediately accepted the offer and has, since then, 
designed the entire variety of structures and habitats of a natural river. 

Inlet area of side channel secured with breakwater stones; channel bed width 30 m.

The side channel in the Emmericher Ward

Like a conveyor belt, the lorries are loaded with excavated material.
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The different soil layers - such as topsoil, loam and gravel - were excavated separately and mostly reused elsewhere.

Most of the excavated material is used to create a shallow water zone in the former gravel pit.The side channel in the Emmericher Ward from a bird´s eye view.
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Floodplain forest development in the Emmericher Ward
Woodland slows down the flood discharge - a fundamentally positive 
impact in terms of mitigating downstream flood events. Locally, however, 
the build-up of water can result in increased water levels. The project 
area in the Emmericher Ward provides large areas in the flow shadow of 
a road embankment, which are only very slowly overflowed by floods. 
The damming effect of a floodplain forest, on the one hand, is therefore 
correspondingly low at this particular point. The secondary channel, on 
the other hand, widens the discharge cross-section and can compensate 
for the remaining damming effect of the floodplain forest. By combining 
floodplain forest development and the installation of a secondary channel, 
these measures can be implemented in such a way as to be neutral in 
terms of its impact on flooding.
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Forest development takes time
The frequently flooded alluvial forest is dominated by fast-growing and flood-
tolerant tree species such as silver willow and poplars. The higher riparian mixed 
forest (shown here in the picture) is flooded less frequently and for shorter 
periods. Here, oaks, elms and ash trees form the basis of particularly species-
rich forests. The nutrient richness of the soil allows a rank shrub and herb layer 
to develop.
In the case of floodplain forest, the project relies on autonomous development. 
Only on about 15 percent of the area did we plant woody islands as initial stock. 
The remaining area was prepared for spontaneous colonisation by woody plants 
and left to develop by itself. In this way, on the basis of the native woody plants, 
a diverse forest which is appropriate to the site should be able to establish 

itself. Already existing patches of woodland are incorporated and quickly provide 
a core of high-quality islands of old woodland in the new floodplain forest. 
The floodplain forest development areas range from the frequently flooded 
lower alluvial forest to the upper riparian mixed forest on the highest areas, 
which are only rarely flooded. Depending on the frequency of flooding, a diverse 
forest can develop. 

Initial plantings during a flood.Cultivation to promote the development of woody plants.

Volunteers help to plant trees.
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Constant change is the normality in the floodplain
High and low water, more current or less, banks of sand and gravel accumulate, 
disappear and re-emerge elsewhere, and the riverbanks always look different. 

Side channel and side arm are constantly changing by the power of the water, 
providing a variety of plant and animal species with different habitats.Identified in both side arm and side channel: the spined loach.

New life in the Rhine floodplain

Pure fluvial dynamics: Bank erosion and migratory gravel bank.

Low water in the side arm Emmericher Ward .

A fish nursery
In early summer, dense schools of juvenile fish pass through the slowly overflo-
wing, warm shoreline zones of the side arm and side channel. Recent research 
has shown that many species of fish, such as spined loach, common barbel and 
nase, have colonised the new bodies of water. 



15School of young fish in the side channel.

“Uferaas” – lost mayfly back on the Lower Rhine
At the end of July, the first mass emergence of the mayfly Ephoron virgo in the 
side channel is a particularly special moment. This species, previously very 
common, was popularly referred to as “Uferaas” (bank carrion) due to its mass 
occurrence and death after a short period of flight. On the Rhine, it had not been 
present for more than 50 years. With the improvement in water quality, in the 
early 1990’s it reappeared on the Rhine in significant numbers. The larvae live 
in small passages in the beds of bodies of water and filter particles of food from 
the passing water.

Sand martin colonises steep bank
As early as the first spring, a small colony of sand martins swiftly migrated to 
a steep new bank on the side channel in the Emmericher Ward. This rare and 
graceful species of swallow digs its brood tunnels into steep riverbanks. On the 

Rhine itself, such structures are largely absent due to modernisation. On the 
side channel, this structural diversity is now able to develop again. Thus, these 
characteristic river residents have been able to find a home again.

The green sandpiper (top) looks for food on the shoreline mudflats.



Muddy banks
Fine sediment can accumulate in neighbouring water bodies where the currents 
are calm. They emerge when the water level is low enough. The plant species 
which depend on them quickly come into flower and transform the banks into 
a green carpet. They do not get much time to develop – the water rises again 
soon. But for them, the few weeks of the “land phase” are sufficient for growth 
and reproduction.

16 The river water-crowfoot cannot cope with strong currents.Water mudwort is only a few centimetres tall. It can also make use of short dry phases.

If the areas stay dry for longer periods, rank muddy bank corridors develop, here with 
celery-leaved buttercup, pink water-speedwell and yellow field-cress.

Rare habitats and their associated species are spreading
The aim of the projects was to restore the diversity of formerly widespread 
riverine and floodplain habitats which characterises the area. Many of these 
habitats have become rare throughout Europe as a result of river development, 
and are therefore the subject of the European network of protected areas 
“NATURA 2000”.
On the banks of the new side arm at Wesel-Bislich, the rare pennyroyal (top) 
finds an enlarged habitat. Previously, it occurred only in a few localised spots, 
but now large carpets of the strongly fragrant and endangered plant extend 
across the project area in the nature reserve “Rheinaue Bislich-Vahnum”. Water 
plantain and fleabane also benefit from increased habitat area.

Water courses of plain to montane levels with aquatic 
plants
Today, there are hardly any plants in the Rhine itself. Strong currents and water 
movements caused by ships prevent them from being able to colonise. In the 
newly created neighbouring water bodies, the typical aquatic plant communities 
of natural lowland rivers can develop again. The aquatic plants, for example, 
benefit the juvenile fish of many species, which in turn can be the food source 
for other fish, for common kingfishers and for grey herons.
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Some birds have already arrived
Bird species typical of floodplains, such as common kingfisher (top), European 
oystercatcher (bottom middle) and little ringed plover (bottom right), sand 
martin (p. 15 top) and bluethroat (p. 18) are already breeding at the new wa-
ters. Even more bird species of wetlands rest and feed here during their yearly 
migration. The European spoonbill (bottom left) filter their food – small animals, 
fish and amphibians – from the shallow water of the side channel. The osprey 
(top centre) catches some prey during its spring and autumn migration. Wading 
birds such as green sandpiper (p. 15 top), common sandpiper and greenshank 
regularly feed on side arm and side channel. 
So, the new floodplain waters substantially contribute to the preservation and 
improvement of the functions and importance of the international RAMSAR and 
EU bird sanctuary “Unterer Niederrhein”. 
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Hydrophilous tall herb fringe community
The locations of hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities are frequently 
inundated and are therefore very nutrient-rich. Together with many other spe-
cies, tall perennials such as yellow meadow rue, purple and yellow loosestrife 
form impressive displays of flowers. In the surroundings provided by the side 
channel in Emmericher Ward, they have been able to develop over a large area, 
interspersed with reed and willow bushes.

The specialised solitary blunt-horned mining bee Melitta nigricans collects nectar and 
pollen exclusively from very few plant species, here on purple loosestrife.

Yellow meadow-rue (left) and yellow loosestrife (right) enjoy moist conditions.

The rare bluethroat lives in the herb fringe communities. Often, only their varied 
birdsong reveals their presence. Of 100 breeding pairs in North Rhine-Westphalia, 
three have settled along the side channel in the Emmericher Ward.
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Floodplain forest
Old floodplain forests are among the most biologically diverse, the lushest and, 
at the same time, most threatened habitats in Europe. As so-called “priority 
habitat types”, they have a special need for protection and development 
throughout Europe. But the development of such forests is a project which will 
take generations. In 80 or 100 years, it will be possible to make the first reliable 
statements about the results of the project with respect to this habitat. 
In the second year, colourful flowering fallow vegetation dominates the future 
floodplain forest areas. Bird species of open herb fringe communities and hedge-
rows, such as the stonechat, grasshopper warbler and whitethroat, find a tempo-
rary home. The floodplain forest’s own development dynamics – a part of the 
concept of floodplain forest development – passes through species-rich fallow 
and shrub stages, which are also high-quality habitats on natural floodplains.

The Black Kite has already started breeding in the Emmericher Ward.

Only a passing migrant as yet: the golden oriole.
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A variety of requirements 
Large projects in the field of conflict between nature conservation, shipping, 
flood protection and agriculture require extensive coordination, preliminary 
investigations and verifications.
In species protection assessments we had to prove that particularly protected 
animal and plant species would not be negatively affected by the implementa-
tion of the projects. A matter close to our hearts.
At least neutral in terms of flooding – this is a fundamental requirement for 
measures taking place in the dyke foreland. Ensuring the safety and ease of 
shipping on the federal waterway of the Rhine is another. This means that a 
drop in the water level below the mean water level of the Rhine, and effects on 
the bed of the Rhine - such as deposits - must not occur. In order to meet these 
requirements, a hydrodynamic-numerical model study was carried out by the 
Federal Institute for Hydraulic Engineering. Their results were then incorporated 
into the planning phase.

Excerpt from the model study of Emmericher Ward, flow velocity during floods (BAW 
2010).

Preparatory and accompanying measures

Ordnance detection before construction work on the side arm.

Previous impacts on the Rhine floodplain
Due to the location of the project areas in the flooded area of the Rhine, contami-
nants deriving from the intensive pollution of the Rhine in the past had to be 
considered. In addition, some subareas consisted of refilled excavations, where 
it was not always known what the areas had been filled in with. For this reason, 
comprehensive soil and subsurface investigations were executed. From the 
Emmericher Ward about 5,000 cubic meters of the excavation had to be taken to 
special landfills due to high pollution load values. During the construction of the 
inlet structure for the side arm in Wesel-Bislich, we came across about 2,000 
tons of toxic blast furnace slag, which was also disposed properly in specialised 
landfills.

Warfare material
In addition, there was a danger of encountering warfare material from the 
Second World War. All land on which construction work took place was therefore 
subject to ordnance detection and clearing, if necessary.

Extract of the planning documents of the side-channel in the Emmericher Ward.
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Extensive monitoring programs accompanying the projects
In order to determine how the measures of the projects affected plant and 
animal populations, we conducted a comprehensive programme of investigation 
and monitoring before, during and after the implementation of the measures. 
These included studies of birds, fish, plants, habitats and various small water-
bound organisms. We were able to show that some of the target species have 
already reacted positively to our measures and colonised the project areas. In 
addition, surveys of the bank and the shipping channel of the Rhine were, and 
still are, performed in order to rule out any detrimental effects on shipping and 
the water way.
During construction, the ecological supervision of the construction work ensu-
red that plants and animals were not unnecessarily disturbed or damaged. 

Involvement of stakeholders and the population
Both projects were accompanied by project advisory boards. These consisted of 
representatives of the relevant authorities, associations and local residents. The 
regional actors and society groups were informed about the significant planning 
steps and measures were discussed. This early involvement of stakeholders and 
the resident population proved to be an important element in the success of the 
projects. Our special thanks go to the advisory boards.

Public relations work
Both our projects on the Rhine were met with great interest among the citizens, 
as well as in the local media. We informed people about the projects through 
newsletters, project websites and information boards in the project areas, 
information evenings, excursions and site tours.

Extract from the depth sounding of the navigation channel of the Rhine near Emmerich.

Occasionally, we too were closely observed whilst we carried out our observations.

Homepage of the projects.

Extract from the breeding bird mapping of the side arm near Wesel-Bislich.

Public excursion to the construction site in Emmericher Ward.
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Many people, institutions and companies participated in the planning and 
implementation of the projects. Only together with them we have been able 
to successfully implement the projects - for the benefit of the nature of the 
Emmericher Ward and the Rheinaue Bislich-Vahnum. We would like to extend 
our heartfelt thanks to all supporters, our project partners, the funders and 
sponsors, the landowners, the authorities, the companies involved, as well as to 
all others involved in the success of the projects. 

www.life-rhein-emmerich.de
www.life-rhein-bislich.de
Our new LIFE-project: www.life-emmericher-ward.de

Thanks to partners, sponsors 
and supporters

The LIFE funding program
LIFE (from the French “Le Instrument Financier pour l’Environnement”) is a Euro-
pean Union program for the support of environmental and conservation projects 
in the community. This enables the implementation of nature conservation 
projects such as ours in the Emmericher Ward and the Rheinaue Bislich-Vahnum. 
They serve to maintain and restore the habitats and communities of endangered 
plant and animal species of the NATURA 2000 network and implement the 
Habitats Directive.

Habitats Directive
This European directive on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild flora 
and fauna entered into force in 1992. On the basis of this directive, a European 
nature reserve system has been developed: the NATURA 2000 network. This 
includes a large proportion of the nature reserves in Germany, such as the 
Emmericher Ward and the Rheinaue Bislich-Vahnum. The Directive also specifies 
which habitats and plant and animal species need special protection at the 
European level, as a consequence of being threatened by multiple impacts. It 
also specifies that the habitats must not deteriorate. In Germany, there are 
currently 4,544 such protected areas and so 9.3 percent of the land surface and 
29 percent of the sea surface are under this special protection.
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